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Although the statutes take many forms, the use of a threat to obtain money, property, or anything of value constitutes the crime 


of extortion or blackmail by a private person. | The elements of extortion by writing are that the defendant: (1) with the intent 
to unlawfully extort property; (2) knowingly sends or delivers a writing threatening to reveal incriminating or disreputable 
information about the victim, 1.e., blackmail; or to physically, emotionally, or economically injure the victim; or to harm his 


or her property.” 





Observation: 


Guilt for extortion does not pivot on whether the threatener is legally entitled to the property or services that he or she is seeking; 


the focus of extortion is on the means used to obtain such property or services. 
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Footnotes 

1 U.S. v. Nardello, 393 U.S. 286, 89 S. Ct. 534, 21 L. Ed. 2d 487 (1969); People v. Hesslink, 167 Cal. App. 
3d 781, 213 Cal. Rptr. 465 (4th Dist. 1985); State v. McInnes, 153 So. 2d 854 (Fla. Ist DCA 1963); State v. 
O'Flynn, 126 N.H. 706, 496 A.2d 348 (1985); State v. Haugen, 392 N.W.2d 799 (N.D. 1986). 
Threats, generally, see §§ 20 to 29. 
Obtaining money, property, or anything of value, generally, see §§ 30 to 34. 

2 State v. Rendelman, 404 Md. 500, 947 A.2d 546 (2008). 
Intent, generally, see § 19. 

3 State v. Pauling, 149 Wash. 2d 381, 69 P.3d 331 (2003). 
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